CONVERSATIONS AND DIALOGUES                   237
Swamiji was in an abstracted mood and did not listen
to the words. After some time he said: "Bay and night
think and meditate on Brahman, meditate with great
one-pointedness of mind. And during' the time of awake-
ness to outward life, either do some work for the sake
of others or repeat in your mind, 'Let good happen to
Jivas and the world!' 'Let the mind of all flow in the
direction of Brahman! ' Even by such continuous current
of thought the world will be benefited. Nothing good
in the world becomes fruitless, be it work or thought.
Your thought-currents will perhaps rouse the religious
feeling of someone in America."
Disciple: Sir, please bless me that my mind may be
concentrated on the Truth.
Swamiji: So it will be. If you have earnestness of
desire, it will certainly be.
XXII
[Place: The Math, Belur. Year: 1901.}
At the time the Belur Math was established, many
-among the orthodox Hindus were wont to make sharp
--criticism of the ways of life in the Math. Hearing the
report of such criticism from the disciple, Swamiji would
say (in the words of the couplet of Tulasidas), "The
elephant passes through the market-place, and a thousand
curs begin barking after him; so the Sadhus have no ill-
feeling when worldly people slander them/' Or again he
would say, "Without persecution no beneficent idea can
enter into the heart of a society." He would exhort every-
body, "Go on working without an eye to results. One day
you are sure to reap the fruits of it." Again, on the lips
of Swamiji were very often heard the words of the Gita,
""A doer of good never comes to grief, my son,"
In May or June, 1901, seeing the disciple at the Math
Swamiji said, "Bring me a copy of Ashtduimshati-tattva